
Hill Avenue Academy  
Glorious Growing  

 
Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will investigate: 

 their senses, and explore differences between them  

  

Core curriculum aims:  
 Make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about 

things. UTW: TW. AR. 3 (Science) 
 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 

design, texture, form and function. EAD: EMM. AR. 2 (Art) 
 Talk about how I and others how their feelings. PSED: MF. AR. 1 (PSHCE) 
 Understand the need for variety in food. PD: HSC. AR. 1 (DT) 
 Talk about my own and others’ behaviour and its consequences and know that behaviour is 

unacceptable PSED: MFB AR. 2 (PSHE) 
 Develop an understanding that someone else’s point of view can be different from mine. PSED: 

MR. AR. 5 (PSHCE/RE) 
 Talk about features of my own and others work, recognising the differences between them and 

the strengths of others. EAD: EMM: BI 4 (Art) (PSHCE) 
 Talk about the features of my own immediate environment and how environments might vary 

from one another. UTW: TW: AR: 2 (Science) (Geography) 
 Begin to make  healthy choices in relation to healthy eating and exercise. PD: HSC: AR: 1 

(Science) 
 Develop my own ideas through selecting and using materials and working on processes that 

interest me. EAD: EMM: AR: 3 (Art)  
 Represent my own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, 

dance, role play and stories.  EAD: BI: AR: 2 (Maths, English, Speaking and Listening) 

Charactertics of learning. They will:   
 ask simple questions  
 observe closely, using simple equipment 
 identify and classify 
 use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
 represent their experiences in play 
 gather and record data to help in answering questions 
 initiate activities  
 make links and notice patterns in their experience 

  

 
 Grow beans/other plants (Science) 
 Observational drawings of plants (Art) 
 How do characters feel? (PSHE) 
 Real chicks/butterflies – how do they grow? Life cycles (Science) 
 Sorting healthy foods, creating a balanced meal/pizza (Science) 
 Animals and their babies – sorting and classifying (Science) 
 Create own farm scene and add in toy animals – plan, make and simple evaluate (DT) 
 Minibeast hunt – identifying features of habitat/environment (Science) 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Glorious Growing  
This plan allows sufficient flexibility for practitioners to follow children's interests. 

 

Week Theme  Literacy Aims 
  

Maths Aims Cross Curricular Expectations  Learning Opportunities   

1 
 
 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
 

Story retell  
Letter from Jack – Can 
you create instructions 
of how to grow a plant.  
Sequencing and writing 
instructions.  
 
L: W: AR: 4. I can 
write simple sentences 
that I can read. 
L: W: AR: 12. I can use 
some key features of 
narrative in my 

writing.  
 

Length.  
Make giant glasses 
Measure shoe size 
Measure bean stalks  
 
M: SSM: AR: 2. I can 
measure length using 
non-standard units 
 
M: SSM: AR: 4. I can 
measure height in 
non-standard units.
  
 

UTW: TW. AR. 3: I can make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things 
occur and talk about things. (Science) 
 
EAD: EMM. AR. 2: I can safely use and explore 
a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function. (Art) 
 
PSED: MF. AR. 1: I can talk about how I and 
others how their feelings. (PSHCE) 

What a plant needs to grow – plant our own 
beans. 
 
 
Spring flowers to draw – observational drawings 
(daffodils).  
 
 
 
How does Jack feel? 

2 
 
 

The Little red 
hen  
 

Sequencing story  
Orally retell  
Retell the story 
 
L: R. AR. 7 I can retell 
simple familiar stories in 
the correct order. 

Share hen eggs.  
Solve problems 
involving sharing.  
Solve problems such as 
finding half of a 
pizza.   
 
M: N. AR. 10: I can 
solve problems, 
including doubling 
halving, and sharing. 
 
 

UTW: TW. AR. 3: I can make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things 
occur and talk about things. (Science) 
 
PD: HSC. AR. 1 I know the important for good 
health of physical exercise, and a halthy diet, 
and I can talk about ways to keep healthy and 
safe. (DT) 
 
PSED: MFB AR. 2. I can talk about my own 
and others’ behaviour and its consequences and 
know that behaviour is unacceptable.  
PSED: MR. AR. 5 I am developing an 
understanding that someone else’s point of view 
can be different from mine. (PSHCE/RE) 

What animals come from eggs?  
Life cycles  of a hen  
 
 
Sorting foods (which food are fruit ect 
?) 
Making healthy pizzas. 
 
 
Would you share the bread? Why? Moral 
dilemma.  
 



3 
 

Farmer Duck  Speech bubbles – what 
does the duck say? 
 
Describe the farmer in 
the story/farmer duck. 
 
Write a simple letter to 
the farmer or farmer 
duck.  
 
L: R: AR: 6. I can say 
who the main 
characters are in a 

familiar story.    
L: W: AR: 5. I can 
write simple sentences 
that can be read by 
others. 
 

Measuring weight and 
capacity – link to 
animals on the 
farm/wheat/seeds ect.  
 
M: SSM: AR: 5.I can 
use everyday language 
to talk about weight to 
compare quantities 
and objects and to 
solve  
M: SSM: AR6. I can 
measure weight using 
non-standard units  
M: SSM: AR 7. I can 
use everyday language 
to talk about capacity 
to compare quantities 
and objects and to 

solve problems.   
M: SSM: AR: 8. I can 
measure capacity using 
non-standard units.  

UTW: TW3: I can make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things 
occur and talk about things. (Science) 
 
EAD: EMM2: I can safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 
and function. (Art & DT) 
 
EAD: EMM: BI 4 I can talk about features of 
my own and others work, recognising the 
differences between them and the strengths of 
others. (Art) (PSHCE) 
 
 

Animals and their young. 
 
 
 
Creating a farm scene  
 
 
 
 
Share farm scenes and talk about what I have 
used. Children to complete some simple self-
assessment.  
 
  

4 
 
 

The Hungry 
Caterpillar  
 
 

Taste the foods from 
story – likes/dislikes.  
 
Describe foods.  
 
Write the story – using 
days of the week and 
simple adjectives.  
 
L: W: AR: 12. I can use 
some key features of 
narrative in my writing. 

Order days of the 
week.  
Times of the day.  
 
M: SSM: AR: 11 I can 
recognise the days of 
the week.   
M: SSM: AR: 12: I can 
order days of the 
week.     
M: SSM: AR: 13. I can 
use language related to 
time. 

UTW: TW: AR: 2. I can talk about the 
features of my own immediate environment and 
how environments might vary from one another. 
(Science) (Geography) 
 
PD: HSC: AR: 3 I am beginning to make  
healthy choices in relation to healthy eating and 
exercise. (Science) 

 
EAD: EMM: AR: 3. I can develop my own ideas 
through selecting and using materials and 

working on processes that interest me. (Art)  

Go on a minibeast hunt.  
Sort pictures of minibeasts/non minibeasts. 
 
 
 
Create a balanced meal.  
 
 
Create a symmetrical butterfly – provide range of 
resources, tissue paper ect.  
 



5 Rosie’s Walk Predictions using 
illustrations.  
 
Sequence the walk.  
 
Sort bossy words.  
 
Write instructions for 
the walk.  
 
L: R: AR: 5. I can 
suggest what a story 
might be about from the 
title, blurb or 

illustrations.   
L: W: AR: 6. I can spell  
correctly simple regular 
words. 

Positional language.  
 
Create own directions.  
 
Solve problems 
involving distance 
(treasure hunt).  
 
M: SSM: AR: 9. I can 
use everyday language 
to talk about position 
and distance to 
compare quantities 
and objects and to 
solve problems.                 

EAD: BI: AR: 2 I can represent my own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role play and 

stories.   
 
UTW: TW. AR. 3: I can make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things 
occur and talk about things. (Science) 

Make a Rosie’s walk outside – label areas 
Children go on a walk and write simple directions 
for Rosie to take a new walk   
 
 
Measure plants that we grew in week 1. Have they 
grown? Make observations of changes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jack and the Beanstalk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Learning Outcome Whole Class Shared Learning  Focused Learning Moving Learning on 
 

Focus 1  
 

How does Jack feel? 
.  
PSED: MF. AR. 1: I can talk 
about how I and others are 
feeling. (PSHE) 

 
 
 

Watch a clip of Jack and the beanstalk. Pause at 
various parts.  
How does Jack feel when his mum throws the 
beans? Why? Why did Jack’s mum throw the 
beans? 
Link to own experiences.  
Have you every felt this emotion? What happened? 
Talk to a partner.  

 

Children to have a picture of Jack. Can they 
think of a time they felt this way? Draw it. 
(Art) 
Have a range of pictures of Jack in the story. 
Label to say how he is feeling. (English) 
Children to write how Jack feels. (English) 
Record what children have said for learning 
journeys.  

Show children a picture of a 
scenario. How does this person 
feel? Why do you think they feel 
this way? 
Look at picture and what is 
happening behind for clues to 
feelings.  

Focus 2 How does a plant grow? 
 
UTW: TW. AR. 3: I can 
make observations of animals 
and plants and explain why 
some things occur and talk 
about things. (Science) 
 

Letter from Jack with some beans.  
Let’s watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w77zPAtVTuI 
Ask questions throughout clip. Where was the bean 
placed? What do you notice about the bean. Talk to a 
partner.  
 
 

Children to plant bean. (Science) 
Sequence pictures of how a bean is planted. 
(English) 
Label pictures of steps to plant a bean (English) 
 

Show a picture of two plants. 
(one alive and one that has not 
been watered or in sun).  
What do you notice about the 
two plants? What is different? 
Why do you think this is? What 
could have happened? 

Focus 3 
 

Can I use observational skills? 
  
EAD: EMM. AR. 2: I can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form 
and function. (Art) 
 
 

Have some flowers out in the classroom. Ask children 
what colours they are, what shaoes can they see, can 
they describe the flowers? 
You are going to be an artist! 
Let’s watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwLWbWRsFig  
What is the artist using?  
Explain techniques used when completing an observational 
drawing. Model this to children.  

Children to have a template – middle part of 
the sunflower. Sketch petals. (science) 
Observational drawing of a sunflower. (science) 
Observational drawing of a daffodil.(science) 

Art Gallery.  
Put out Artwork. Children to work 
with a partner to look at the work. 
Saying what they like and dislike.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w77zPAtVTuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwLWbWRsFig


The Little Red Hen 

 Learning Outcome Whole Class Shared Learning  Focused Learning Moving Learning on 
 

Focus 1  
 

What makes a good friend? 
.  
PSED: MFB AR. 2. I can talk 
about my own and others’ 
behaviour and its consequences 
and know that behaviour is 
unacceptable.  
PSED: MR. AR. 5 I am 
developing an understanding that 
someone else’s point of view can 
be different from mine. 
(PSHCE/RE) 

 
 

Letter from Little Red Hen asking ‘Did I do the 
right thing, would you share the bread.  
Recap story watch short clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTCsL26vob4  
 
How do you think the hen felt? Why? What would 
you do if someone did that to you? 
 
Talk about there not being a right or wrong answer 
today we are giving our opinion. Explain meaning. 
Talk to a partner. What would you do if you had 
done all that work on your own? Would you share 
or not? Why? Talk about whether the animals were 
good friends? 

Children to focus on what makes a good friend. 
Sort pictures (PSHE) 
Sort pictures of what makes a good friend. 
(PSHE) 
Children to write a simple letter pretending to be 
one of the characters sauing if she should share 
or not. (English) (PSHE) 
 

Give children a picture and a 
scenario for example someone is 
playing with a football. Someone 
takes it off them. What do you 
do? What would a good friend 
do? 
 
Partner talk. Share ideas.  

Focus 2 Where does a chick come 
from?  
UTW: TW. AR. 3: I can 
make observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some things 
occur and talk about 
things. (Science) 
 

Have some eggs in the classroom. Ask children if they 
know what they are.  
Let’s watch  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tof5b1Qs_OE 
Pause video at various parts. What do you think is 
happening?  
Use the words hen, egg, hatching, chick  
Talk about this being a life cycle 
 

Children to have a selection of pictures and put 
in the correct order – life cycle.  
Children to put pictures in order and label them 
with key vocab (English) 
Children to put pictures in order and attempt to 
write a caption for each picture. (English)  
 

Show children another life cycle 
(frog or penguin).  
Can children use knowledge of hen 
life cycle to order the stages of 
another animals life cycle.   

Focus 3 
 

Can you create a healthy 
pizza? 
 
PD: HSC. AR. 1 I can eat a 
healthy range of foodstuffs 
and I understand the need 
for variety in food. AR 
(DT) (Science) 
 

Parcel from little red hen – she has sent them her pizza 
book. Can we create a new pizza but it has to have a 
range of healthy toppings.  
 
Children discuss what would they put on the pizza?  
Can children think of any fruit/vegetables? 
 
Talked about what varietyand balanced means. 
 
Talk about how its importance of eating lots of fruit 
and vegetables alongside our meals. Reinforce all foods 
are healthy if eaten in moderation.  

In small groups first talk about hygiene – wash 
hands and ask why? 
 
Children to plan what they would like to put on 
their pizza.  
 
Children then make their pizzas.  

Favourite toppings on the pizza.  
Create a tally chart together. 
(maths) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTCsL26vob4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tof5b1Qs_OE

